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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 

NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 USIA-15 

SAM-01 NEA-11 TRSE-00 SAJ-01 DRC-01 /117W 

034799 

R 141642Z FEB 74 

FM AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8495 

INFO SECDEF ISA 

CSAF, WASHDC 

ADC ENT AFB COLO 

MAC SCOTT AFB ILL 

39 ARRWG EGLIN AFB FLA 

ARRS SCOTT AFB ILL 

DET 4 39 ARRWG THULE AB GREENLAND 

USAFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TEX 

4633 ABGP THULE AB GREENLAND 

CCGD ONE BOSTON MA 

US COAST GUARD WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL COPENHAGEN 0439 

E.O. U652GDS 

TAGS: MARR, DA, GL 

SUB J : THULE HELICOPTERS 

REF: COPENHAGEN 3072 

1. AIRA MET WITH MINISTRY OF GREENLAND PERMANENT UNDERSECRETARY 
HESSELBJERG ON FEB 13 TO DISCUSS GENERAL GREENLAND/USAF MATTERS. 
DURING DISCUSSION AIRA RAISED THE HELICOPTER QUESTION. HESSELBJERG 
SAID THAT THIS HAD NOW EVOLVED INTO A POLITICAL PROBLEM. SOME 
MEMBERS OF THE GREENLAND COUNCIL, WHICH HAS TO MAKE THE FINAL 
DECISION DUE TO THE MONETARY PROBLEM OUTLINED IN REFTEL,WANT TO 
RETAIN THE GREENLANDER'S OLD WAY OF LIFE AND CULTURE. 

THEY FEAR THAT HELICOPTERS WILL SPEED UP MODERNIZATION AND BE 
ACCOMPANIED BY MANY SOCIAL PROBLEMS. OTHER MEMBERS ARE MORE IN 
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CLINED TO SUPPORT EFFORTS TO IMPROVE STANDARD OF LIVING 
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OF LOCAL POPULATION. MINISTRY APPARENTLY IS CONFRONTED WITH THIS 
PROBLEM ON ALL OF THEIR IMPROVEMENT EFFORTS, AND HESSELBJERG WANTS TO 
USE THE HELICOPTER PROBLEM TO BRING THE ISSUE TO A HEAD IN THE 
COUNCIL. ALTHOUGH MATTER IS TO 

BE DISCUSSED IN THE MARCH COUNCIL MEETING, IT IS NOT EXPECTED TO 
BE RESOLVED AND IS, THEREFORE, ALSO SCHEDULED FOR CONSIDERATION 
DURING THE AUGUST COUNCIL MEETING. HESSELBJERG FURTHER ADVISED THAT 
HE MAY CONTRACT FOR A GREENLAND AIR HELICOPTER TO GO TO THE THULE 
AREA EVERY FOUR TO SIX WEEKS AND VISIT EACH OF THE LOCAL VILLAGES 
UNTIL THE PROBLEM IS SOLVED. 

CROWE 
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